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rental for the use of their properties. This 
is certainly a great piece of financing for 
the United States Government in this day 
and generation. 

Our leading bankers are still taking a 
keen interest in the foreign situation. 
Thomas W. Lamont, of J. P. Morgan & 
Co., remains on the other side as one of 
the principal financial advisers of Presi- 
dent Wilson. A few weeks ago Seward 



Prosser, President of the Bankers Trust 
Co., and Charles H. Sabin, President of 
the Guaranty Trust Co., both of which 
institutions are closely allied with the 
house of Morgan, left for Europe, partly 
for a vacation but largely, it is understood, 
to study conditions preparatory to the 
making of large loans to some of the prin- 
cipal Entente nations, and perhaps some 
of the smaller ones as well. 



WHEN TO BEGIN THE GARDEN 
By Stephen Leacock 

IT appears that the right time to begin gardening is last year. For 
many things it is well to begin the year before last. For good results 
one must begin even sooner. Here, for example, are the directions, as 
I interpret them, for growing asparagus. Having secured a suitable 
piece of ground, perferably a deep friable loam, rich in nitrogen, go 
out three years ago and plough or dig deeply. Remain a year in- 
active, thinking. Two years ago pulverise the soil thoroughly. Wait 
a year. As soon as last year comes set out the young shoots. Then 
spend a quiet winter doing nothing. The asparagus will then be ready 
to work at this year. This is the rock on which we were wrecked. 
Few of us were men of sufficient means to spend several years in 
quiet thought waiting to begin gardening. Yet that is, it seems, the 
only way to begin. Asparagus demands a preparation of four years. 
To fit oneself to grow strawberries requires three. Even for such 
humble things as beans and lettuce the instructions inevitably read, 
"plough the soil deeply in the preceding autumn." This sets up a 
dilemma. Which is the preceding autumn? If a man begins gardening 
in the spring, he is too late for last autumn and too early for this. 
On the other hand, if he begins in the autumn he is again too late; 
he has missed this summer's crop. It is therefore ridiculous to begin 
in the autumn and impossible to begin in the spring. This was our 
first difficulty. But the second arose from the question of the soil 
itself. All the books and instructions insist that the selection of the 
soil is the most important part of the gardening. No doubt it is. But 
if a man has already selected his own backyard before he opens the 
book, what remedy is there? 



